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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR M.F. BOARD (Murdoch) [4.20 pm]:  I rise to support the Government’s legislation.  However, as one 
opposition member pointed out, I hope that the Government will not proceed with its order to make it 
compulsory for schools to celebrate Anzac Day.  We do not believe that that is in the Anzac spirit, and it is not 
what the Anzacs fought for; it is not in the spirit of being Australian.  I do not believe that making that 
commemoration compulsory in schools is the way to go.  I agree that every school should have a celebration but 
I am against the compulsory nature of it.  Madam Deputy Speaker, I will be the lead speaker on this Bill and the 
Leader of the Opposition will not necessarily take his full time, so could my time to speak be adjusted 
accordingly?   

As many members have pointed out in this House, the Anzac spirit is the spirit of Australia.  It is significant that 
Australia’s contribution to World War I, in which the legend had its origins, happened shortly after the 
federation of Australian States.  In fact, Australia was only a small country in terms of population.  As a country 
of only some $5 million people at the time, its full contribution to the battlefields in World War I - France in 
particular - was extremely significant.  There was probably not one Australian family during that period that was 
not touched in some way by a loss or horrific injury to a loved one, more often than not a male.   

The contribution of Australia to the defence of freedom and democracy and to go to the aid of others when those 
principles and things that we stand for are challenged around the world is significant.  For a peace-loving country 
such as ours, it is interesting to note that there is not a generation of Australians that I can recall that has not 
fought in a conflict for those principles.  In my family, my brother and I were in the services.  My brother served 
with distinction in Vietnam.  My father served on the Kokoda Trail and at Weewak, where some of the fiercest 
fighting of the war in New Guinea occurred.  My grandfather fought on the Somme and was injured at Pozieres.  
He was one the lucky ones because a hospital ship eventually brought him home.  My great-grandfather, as I 
understand, fought in the Boer War.  Hence, four generations of my family have fought in conflicts in which 
Australia has participated.  Yet, Australians do not see Australia as a nation with conflict as part of its national 
heritage and significant history.  Luckily for Australia, it has not been touched by those international conflicts, 
apart from in Broome and the invasion of some submarines in various parts of Western Australia and Sydney 
Harbour.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  What about Broome and Darwin?   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I mentioned Broome, but not Darwin.  We have sent hundreds and thousands of men abroad, 
and a large number of those men never returned.   

Many members have concentrated their remarks on the Australians who lost their lives and paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for the defence of our freedom.  However, we must also remember the majority of Australians at the 
time who were left behind and lost a loved one - a son, a father, a brother, a cousin, an uncle or a grandfather.  
Australian history was changed forever as a result of the enormous contribution that was made by those men.   

For many young people, the Anzac spirit and their understanding of the traditions had started to fade.  However, 
the year that really brought home to us, particularly young people, what Anzac Day means, the importance of the 
Anzacs’ contribution and what it meant to be Australian, was the Australia Remembers year.  It reminded us 
about the Anzac spirit; the spirit of comradeship, the courage, the commitment and the ability to defend the 
freedoms by which we live.  What has been significant - like other members, I have seen it happen in the schools 
in my electorates - is the way in which today’s young people have begun to understand that the freedoms they 
enjoy, such as the ability to go to the movies on the weekend, to pop down to McDonald’s any time they like, to 
walk the streets, to protest in the highest order and to say what they wish to a member of Parliament, the media 
and the printed media, are earned freedoms.  They are not freedoms that can be taken for granted.  Young people 
today are starting to understand that many people around the world do not have the freedom to express 
themselves or to move around as we do in this country.  We have the freedom to express our religion and to 
worship whomever we like whenever we like in a public way.  We have the freedom to dress how we wish in 
this country.  For many reasons, those freedoms have been taken for granted.  However, as a result of the 
Australia Remembers year, young people today are starting to understand that those freedoms have been earned.   

I have noticed a tremendous resurgence in the attendance of young people at the official Anzac Day ceremonies 
and other Anzac Day type commemorations around Western Australia.  Indeed, in my electorate for the past 10 
or 11 years we have held a combined schools commemorative Anzac Day ceremony at the Air Force Association 
facility at Bullcreek.  It is attended every year by more than 1 000 students.  We have often arranged fly-overs, 
and the Governor has attended, and it has had a large number of other visitors, such as military representatives, 
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mayors and the like.  Cadets, military and non-military, march with great pride.  It is conducted by young people 
for young people, and they look forward to it each year to express their support for those who fought and 
continue to fight in world conflicts for democracy.  Young people often write essays and poems in contests to 
have the honour of reading out the message on that day.  I have noticed over the years the commitment of those 
young people: they cry at the ceremony as many of them are taken up by looking at some of the older diggers 
who still come down proudly wearing their shiny medals.  These are mainly World War II veterans of course.  
The veterans’ eyes sparkle to see the young people celebrating and being emotive.  That is what it is all about.  It 
is about rewarding, thanking and remembering those people and celebrating their achievements and recognising 
what they did.  I refer to not only those who fought, but also those who were left behind and who also made huge 
sacrifices in losing their loved ones or having their loved ones permanently injured affecting the quality of their 
lives forever. 

When I was Minister for Youth in the previous Government, we had a number of reasons to continue to support 
young people’s commitment to Anzac Day, and to the military itself.  Members will recall our commitment to 
re-establishing and funding the growth of the cadets program, both military and non-military, in Western 
Australia.  Members on this side of the House are very proud of that initiative; I hope the current Government 
will continue to fund that program and allow it to grow.  The reason for that program is that young people enjoy 
the comradeship of being in uniform and achieving things in a group, other than a sporting group, orchestra or 
something of that nature.  Not everyone can run fast or kick high.  The cadet program provides an opportunity to 
achieve things as a team.  The opportunity is provided for self-expression and achievement.  Many young people 
take great pride in being part of those programs.  

At the time, the previous Government wanted to connect the Returned and Services League movement to young 
people in Western Australia.  The RSL, which represents returned servicemen and current servicemen in 
Western Australia, felt its image was not strong among young people.  As a result, we funded the RSL to select 
young people to take them on an Anzac tour.  The RSL selected six young people in the original group, and then 
some 15 or so went to Hellfire Pass in Thailand for the opening of the memorial there.  Those young people 
participated in the “‘Quiet Lion’ Tour” to follow the path of Sir Edward “Weary” Dunlop.  The young people 
stayed in the jungle and shared many of the experiences of our troops in New Guinea and Thailand.  That was a 
tremendous program.  I accompanied the Prime Minister to Hellfire Pass for a dawn service at which the 
Australian memorial was opened.  An eternal flame now burns at the bottom of Hellfire Pass.  I advise members 
who are not familiar with its history that some 800 Australians died in a 600-metre area, basically of exhaustion, 
when cutting a ravine with hand tools to build some of the last track of the Burma railway through Thailand for 
the Japanese to bring their goods and troops to the forward line.  Those Australians were basically murdered 
through exhaustion and a lack of attention.  That is a symbolic area.  Indeed, it is probably best described as the 
Pacific’s Gallipoli.  It forms the focus every year for large numbers of people who travel to the region, including, 
I am pleased to say, young people, to commemorate the dawn service.   

I am very pleased that the Government, through this legislation, has picked up and will continue the Anzac Day 
tour.  The inaugural Anzac Day tour for students was completed this year to northern France and the Somme, 
and to London.  I thank the Premier and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier for the honour of 
accompanying the students, the Premier and the member on that tour.  It was a moving experience.  It was a life-
changing experience for those students, and certainly for me as well.  I do not think the battlefields of northern 
France can be visited without people being extremely moved by the contribution of Australians to that conflict.  
That contribution in today’s terms is staggering and defies the imagination in the courage and commitment that 
was shown, and the huge human sacrifice that was made to help defend France and Australia from invasion, and 
indeed to defend the world from the horrors of being monopolised by those at that time who were not enjoying 
the same sorts of democracy and freedom our people expect.  Australians went forward in tens and hundreds of 
thousands to join the millions to defend that front.  They died in extraordinary numbers.  In the order of 40 000 
men died in one morning of one conflict.  It staggers the imagination.  Australians have a legendary status in the 
region.  I was staggered on my first visit to the Villers-Bretonneux to find that Australians are held in very high 
esteem by the locals.  The Australian flag flies on a daily basis in that town on many homes, let alone the public 
buildings.  The school in Villers-Bretonneux was built from funds raised by Victorian schoolchildren after the 
war in which the town had been flattened.  The town hall is covered in kangaroos.  In fact, “The Kangaroo” is 
the major restaurant in the town at which we ate.  The students were incredibly struck by that commitment.  The 
commitment of the French to the memory of Australians struck the students at the museum we visited.  The 
people there feel that Australians gave their lives to defend them and liberate their country.  Australians live in 
their memories forever.  It was extremely significant for me.  I saw something come alive in those students.  
Australians often feel a little isolated in the world.  We are a small and not significant nation in world terms, yet 
there we were in a small town in the fields of northern France, about as far away as we could be from Australia, 
where Australia is recognised by the people there as the most significant country in the world for its 
achievements and for what it did for them.  That was an enormous thing to those young people and to me.  It was 
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also extremely moving to visit the memorials and the gravesites in northern France and to see a very large 
memorial of 72 000 names of men who fought in the war, yet whose bodies were never found.  It was incredible 
to see those men acknowledged in a dignified way.  It was also incredible to see not only a number of Australian, 
British and French cemeteries but also some German and Canadian cemeteries.  It was moving to see the names 
of people from many parts of the world who had made a contribution to that conflict and to see the enormous 
number of tourists flocking to that area, particularly to remember Anzac Day and to visit gravesites.  It was 
moving to see the Scotch College pipe band playing at a ceremony on 24 April, which is celebrated in northern 
France as the start of the Battle of the Somme.  I found it very significant to see that pipe band play with such 
pride.  It brought tears to the eyes of many of the thousands of people who attended that ceremony.  There were 
many moving memories and many experiences that are embedded in my mind, as I am sure they are in the minds 
of the students.  However, it was no more significant a ceremony than the other ceremonies we attended in two 
small towns.  We went to Pozieres, where we were expecting to be greeted by the Mayor of Pozieres and a few 
dignitaries, only to find that almost the whole town had turned out to greet us with its own pipe band playing.  
We were treated with great dignity and we marched down the street, where a wreath-laying ceremony was held 
by the Premier.  It was moving to see those people come out and give up their time to greet Australians who had 
come back to Pozieres to lay a wreath.  It was significant to me because that is where my grandfather was 
injured.  Thank God he survived that conflict; however, the majority of Australians in that conflict did not 
survive.  It is a very significant place and one that I recommend all members visit, if they are given the 
opportunity.  It is a place in northern France that, like Gallipoli, we recognise as the birthplace of the legend of 
the Australian Anzacs.   

Another visit I would like to put on record was to a town called - was it Frommelles, member for Rockingham? 

Mr M. McGowan:  Yes. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  The memorials to Australians that Frommelles has are incredible.  It was also incredible to 
see French ex-servicemen, who are members of an RSL-type organisation, standing there and reciting our ode to 
us in English with much pride and to see a tear from the eyes of a gentleman who said, “Lest we forget” because 
of the contribution Australia had made to that town defending their freedom.  That town was right on the 
Hindenberg line.  The people in that town will never forget the number of Australians who died during that 
conflict.  I could talk a great deal about that tour because it was probably the most outstanding opportunity I have 
had as a parliamentarian.  However, I will not do that, as I have other things to say about Anzac Day. 

Members have concentrated many of their comments on World War I, Gallipoli and the start of the Anzac 
tradition.  I have talked about the tours and the way in which the Government is promoting the support of Anzac 
Day.  I particularly mention the program that will not only restore but also maintain war memorials.  I presume 
that many schools and groups will adopt a memorial and maintain it as part of the tradition of their school or 
group.  If that is the case, I could not think of a better program to support in Western Australia.  I hope that other 
States of Australia adopt that initiative and make it an Australian tradition.  I would like to see established a 
memorial day, other than Anzac Day, when people can visit those memorials.  I believe the whole community, 
not only young people, would like to play a role in supporting, restoring or somehow contributing in a tangible 
way to memorials and giving something back to the Anzacs.  Many people want to be able to give something 
back, other than attendance at a service once a year, in memory of the people who made those supreme 
sacrifices.  As other members have said, those memorials are in every town and in every part of this country.  
Nobody can go to any place in this nation and not see some memory of our conflicts, whether World War I, 
World War II or the Vietnam War.  There have been other conflicts since then, and I am sure we will soon see 
RSL plaques depicting our contribution in Kuwait, Iraq and the peacekeeping forces in Samoa, Somalia and 
other places in the world.  I have said that every generation of Australians has been involved in conflict, and 
continues to be involved today.  I hope my son is spared the necessity to defend his nation or defend freedom to 
the extent that his life may be on the line.  I would be proud if he made that contribution, but I hope he is never 
challenged.  I hope we have matured enough - as a world we have - to prevent our sons and daughters from 
making that sacrifice.  Thank God we have been spared.  Similar sacrifices have been made by the United States 
and Britain in the Iraq conflict.   

When I was in London I had the opportunity, thanks to the Premier, of meeting Prime Minister Tony Blair.  I 
know the enormous pressure that Tony Blair is under, not only as a result of Britain’s contribution in Iraq but 
also of the many issues surrounding that commitment.  It is difficult.  I do not enjoy his politics but I stand 
behind his commitment.  He has done the right thing by his country.  He has certainly done the right thing by the 
people of the free world for whom he has taken some responsibility.  I commend him for the courage he has 
shown and for maintaining that courage in the face of enormous pressure, particularly from the media. 

Mr M. McGowan:  It was a great meeting, wasn’t it? 
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Mr M.F. BOARD:  It was a great meeting and one in which a man who is not getting a lot of sleep and who is 
under enormous pressure gave us a very generous amount of time.  He was very generous with his comments, 
particularly to the young people.   

Mr M. McGowan:  He was also generous with his autographs. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I managed to get a note for my mother-in-law, mainly for historical purposes.  She is very 
proud that she can add that note to her collection.   

Ms M.M. Quirk:  Will it go as a fundraiser?   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I would not be crass enough to do something like that.  It would mean far more to my 
mother-in-law to keep it than it would to me to raise some funds from it.  I thank the Premier in this instance 
because the young people on that tour who had the opportunity to sit down and talk to Tony Blair will remember 
that experience for the rest of their lives.  It is probably something they will pass on to their children, because it 
is a very rare opportunity.  Had it not been for our Premier’s connections with Tony Blair, those young people 
would not have had that experience.   

The Bill is important because it formalises in a bipartisan way an opportunity for us to cement some of the 
traditions of Anzac Day, to bring in some new elements for Anzac celebrations and to add to the resurgence that 
is occurring.  It will give people an opportunity to celebrate in different ways.  The Government has put forward 
some good initiatives, and I support them.  I do not support the compulsory nature of celebrations in schools, 
because I do not think it is necessary.  Every school should have an Anzac Day celebration, but I do not believe 
that the people who fought for our freedoms would agree that we need to make it compulsory.  I do not think that 
the two things balance up.  Although I understand what the Government is trying to achieve, I do not think that it 
is going about it in the right way in this case.   

I support the legislation and thank the Government for bringing it forward.  I hope that as a result of it we will 
continue to see growth in the celebrations and understanding of the Anzac tradition and that it will help the 
Anzac tradition remain in the memories of Australians forever. 

MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo - Deputy Speaker) [4.52 pm]:  I am aware that the day is drawing to a close, so I 
will make my comments brief.  The Bill is very important.  It is designed to ensure that Anzac Day is enshrined 
in legislation as a memorial day, recognising the landing of Australian troops at Gallipoli in 1915 and the 
sacrifice made by Australian men and women who have served the nation in times of conflict and war and also 
in peace-keeping roles.  The Bill also amends the Gaming and Wagering Commission Act 1987 as it relates to 
Anzac Day falling on a Sunday.  I will not go into detail about that.   

The date of 25 April is an important commemorative day because it allows a grateful nation the opportunity to 
attend services as a mark of its respect for the servicemen and women of Australia.  That is not the only reason I 
support the Bill.  I support it because I also believe that it is important to pass the baton onto the next generation.  
It is important that our young people understand our history - the good, bad and indifferent - and learn lessons 
from it.  On Anzac Day we not only acknowledge the servicemen and women who have made and continue to 
make a contribution to our nation, but we also recognise that their particular sacrifice was and is crucial to the 
peace and democracy that we enjoy today.  That important message needs to be got across to our young people 
so that they never forget that they enjoy what they do today because of that sacrifice. 

I take the opportunity to pay tribute to the local members of the Returned and Services League in my electorate 
and the region for the work they do to ensure that Anzac Day services are held for residents to attend.  They do it 
very well.  My thanks therefore go to the RSL presidents, Mr Milton Kirk of the Wanneroo-Joondalup RSL, Mr 
Arthur Faulks of the Yanchep-Two Rocks RSL, Mr Theo Harris of the Beaumaris RSL and Mr Harry Trimble of 
the Quinns Rocks RSL, and to all the members of the local RSL branches.  They do an amazing job.  The local 
police senior sergeant and I are currently working with the Wanneroo-Joondalup RSL to see whether next year at 
Anzac Day things can be made easier for the old diggers who are increasingly finding it more difficult to take 
part in the parade and service.  Anzac Day is the day we remember with thanksgiving and honour before God 
and each other, all those of the services who died giving their lives for our nation.  I therefore have no hesitation 
in supporting this Bill to ensure that Anzac Day is properly enshrined in legislation.  I urge the House to give it 
its full support.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson. 

House adjourned at 4.55 pm 
__________ 

 


